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Hi everybody  

Welcome to the 10th issue of the Kids and Pups Edition of the Dog Guardian 
newsletter. For those of you who are new members, let us introduce 
ourselves. We are RDOC’s board members’ dogs - Tyler, Julie’s pup, and Gus, 
Betty’s and Jenn’s pup. We decided this newsletter needed articles written by 
us. We want to give you our perspective of being responsible around us. 
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We Are Special     by Gus 

This month I would like to talk to you about West Highland Terriers.  Their 

nickname is Westie. Tyler’s friend, Josie, is a Westie. She is cute and smart. 

Woofie! Woof! Westies came from Scotland. According to Wikipedia they 

weigh between 6.8 to 9.1 kg (15 to 20 lbs.), are between 25 to 28 cm (9.8 to 

11 in) tall, and live between 12 to 17 years. These pups are hypoallergenic, 

great news if you are allergic to dogs. They have double coats - a harsh outer 

coat, and a soft undercoat.   

Here are some more amazing facts about these cute pups from Wikipedia: 

¶ They are very smart and learn fast.   

¶ They are very friendly, and very active.   

¶ You need to keep them busy, or they will think up things to do which you 

may not approve of. Hmm, they sound just like me. Woofie! Woof! 

¶ They have a high prey drive, which means they will chase anything.   

¶ Some Westies are friendly towards kids, while others prefer adult 

company. 

¶ Most don’t like it when you are rough with them.  

¶ They tend to guard their food and toys.  

¶ It is very important to start training these pups early, and they may need 

refresher courses. It’s a good thing they love to learn and are good 

students. Woofie! Woof! 

¶ They make good watchdogs.  

 

Muriel (Josie’s Mom) emailed Tyler άWƻǎƛŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƻǾŜǊ мн ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΦ aȅ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ 
Westie was Piper. Their personalities are somewhat different. Josie will back 
away if anyone approaches her dish while she is eating. Piper would growl. 

Josie, at age 8, had no experience with little children. She took to my grandson 
immediately when he came to us as a toddler. When we stayed with his family 
this spring, she had a particular way of asking for him (now 6) to give her a 
άōǳƳ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘέΗ 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Highland_White_Terrier
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Highland_White_Terrier
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I walk her 4 times a day, and always keep 

Westies on a leash unless in a fenced yard. 

She will sit on the front porch for several 

hours, watching the world go by - and she 

might see some friends! Today, she is at 

her post at the bottom of the tree in the 

back yard, looking out for the squirrel. 

Not sure about the watchdog. Josie will 
bark to get attention when someone comes, but if they are nice to her, she 
would let anyone in - ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŘŜŀǘƘΗέ 
 
 
 

  
 

 

West Highland White Terriers  
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Very Useful Things To Learn ð From Our Dogs To Yours        by Tyler 

In our July 2019 newsletter we started a new section called “Very Useful 
Things To Learn.” We are going to tell you about things that make your pup 
safe, well behaved, and (best of all) earn him lots of cookies. Woofie! Woof! 
They are easy skills to teach. So far we have covered “sit”, “come”, “learning 
your name”, “leave it”, “focus”, “lie down”, “speak”, “quiet”, “fetch”, 
“emergency stop”, “stay”, “back up”, “heel”, “lay on your back”, “ring a bell”, 
“stand” and “close the door”. 
 

This month we are going to show you how to 
teach your pup to shake a paw. It’s a fun skill 
to learn. Your pup will be able to show off his 
good manners at the vet office, at a friend’s 
house, etc. It will earn him some extra treats. 
Woofie! Woof!   
 

Ask an adult friend to read with you “How to Teach Your Dog to Shake”, then 
watch the video. The two of you will have lots of fun teaching your pup this 
fun skill. According to the article, all you need is: 

¶ “Patience” 

¶ “1 dog, preferably with at least 1 front paw”   

¶ “Small tasty treats that don’t take long to chew” 

¶ “Just 5 minutes each day” 

 
 

                        

 

https://www.vetbabble.com/dogs/training-and-behavior/teach-dog-shake/
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Dogsõ Den Storybook    by Gus 

Over the last year we shared with you all our thoughts about 
having fun and being safe around us. Now it’s your turn. Ask 
us questions about things you want to know about dogs. 
Email your questions to morejulie@hotmail.com and we will 
try to answer them.  

Remember Claudette’s question in Issue #8? Claudette’s question was “How 
can a dog that doesn’t bark a lot be very talkative?” 

Mary Blaney sent us an email on how her pups talk to her: άHannah and 
Nelson talk to ƳŜ ƛƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǿŀȅǎΦ bŜƭǎƻƴ ǘŜƭƭǎ ƳŜ ƘŜΩǎ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎƛǘǎ 
on my feet and yawns, so that is like a whisper. He yells at me with very loud 
high pitched barks when he wants me to throw him a stick into the water. 
Hannah argues with me by whining with lots of intonation when she sees a cat 
ƻǊ ŀ Ǌŀōōƛǘ ŀƴŘ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ƘŜǊ ŎƘŀǎŜ ƛǘΦ {ƘŜ ǿƘƛǎǇŜǊǎ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ōȅ ǘƛƴȅ ƪƛǎǎŜǎ ƻƴ 
Ƴȅ ƴƻǎŜΦέ   

Wow! You have very talkative dogs, Mary. Good thing you are bilingual. Yep, 
you understand doggy language and English. I wish everybody would be 
bilingual just like you. Woofie! Woof! 

 

Colouring Contest     by Tyler 

Betty, Gus’s Mom, asked us to bring back the Colouring Contest section of our 
newsletter. Each month we used to talk about a safety tip from the “Fido, 
Friend or Foe?” Activity Book and then asked you to colour the picture.   

Our advice of the month from the “Fido, Friend or Foe?” Activity Book is to 
stay calm around dogs. Just like you, they can get scared by people jumping or 
screaming. They may bark or growl at you. It’s their way of telling you to calm 
down and use your inside voice. It is always best to be calm and relaxed 
around dogs, especially if it’s a dog you don’t know.  

 

mailto:morejulie@hotmail.com
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Colour the picture of the two dogs on the last page of this newsletter. Scan or 
take a photo of the picture you coloured, and send it to us at 
morejulie@hotmail.com with your email address.  

You can ask your Mom to download the whole Activity Book. Here is the link 
to the “Fido, Friend or Foe?” Activity Book, in English and in French  (both files 
are in pdf format). 

 

 

 

 

 

Letõs Be Creative ð Story Telling     by Tyler 

In the Issue #9 Kids and Pups newsletter our story was about visiting the vet. 
Let’s focus this month’s story on how to make our pups comfortable. The 
safety tip in our colouring contest section was to be calm around dogs. Well, 
let’s write a little story. Not sure what to write? Let me tell you the story I 
came up with. It will give you an idea for your story. 

 

mailto:morejulie@hotmail.com
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/FidoFriendOrFoe/FidoFriendorFoe-English-Feb7,2016.pdf
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/FidoFriendOrFoe/FidoFriendorFoe-French-2016April.pdf
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/newsletter-kids_version.html
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Five puppies were playing in the park. They were having so much 
fun. Mr. Dog looked at them, smiling. He loved watching little guys 
play. Suddenly there was a big commotion. Two very happy kids 
were running up to the little group. They were so excited. They 
were telling each other what they did at school. They were 
shouting, laughing and jumping. The group of playing puppies 
looked scared. They stopped playing.  
 
Mr. Dog went over to the 2 kids. He said to them "I am so glad you 
guys had such a good day at school, and you are so happy to be 
out here in the park. But look at that little group of puppies. How 
do they look to you?" The little boy said "They look scared. They 
were so happy when we entered the park. But the closer we got, 
the more scared they became." Mr. Dog said "You are very 
observant. Any ideas why the puppies became scared?" The little 
girl said "Are they scared of us? Are they scared because we are 
running, jumping, and noisy?"  
 
Mr. Dog answered "Very good questions. Puppies love kids, but 
they don't like it when kids who they don't know run up to them, 
are noisy and jump around a lot. They love playing with you guys 
as long as they know you. When you first meet them just slow 
down, be calm and use your inside voices." 
 
The kids thanked Mr. Dog. They will try to remember to be calm 
around puppies and use their inside voices. They waited patiently 
until the puppies started playing again and then asked Mr. Dog if 
they could talk to them. 

 

    Now it’s your turn to write a story. Woofie! Woof! 
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Thank You 

A big thank you goes to our committee for proofreading this newsletter. We really appreciate your help. 
You are the greatest. A special thank you goes to Kit Watson for the final proofreading of the newsletter.   
Tyler and Gus 
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Issue #9 Kids and Pups newsletter 

 

 

Responsibility   ·    Respect   ·   Recognition  

 
Contact RDOC by:   

E-mail : inquiries@responsibledogowners.ca  

Phone: 613 -868 -2201   Please leave a message  

   
Write to us at:  

RDOC, 24 Elderwood Trail , 
Stittsville, ON  K2S 1C9, Canada  

Or visit us online at:  

www.responsibledogowners.c a 

 

                                 

 

 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Highland_White_Terrier
https://www.vetbabble.com/dogs/training-and-behavior/teach-dog-shake/
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/FidoFriendOrFoe/FidoFriendorFoe-English-Feb7,2016.pdf
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/FidoFriendOrFoe/FidoFriendorFoe-French-2016April.pdf
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/education.html#Fido
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/newsletter-kids_version.html
mailto:morejulie@hotmail.com
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/
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