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THE RDOC DOG GUARDIAN NEWSLETTER 
KIDS & PUPS EDITION – 2020  Issue #6 
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 ̈Very Useful Things To Learn  

 ̈Dogs’ Den storybook  

 ̈Fun Crafts 

 ̈“Dog Puppet” Story 

 ̈Resources 
 

Hi everybody  

Welcome to the 6th issue of the Kids and Pups Edition of the Dog Guardian 
newsletter. For those of you who are new members, let us introduce 
ourselves. We are RDOC’s board members’ dogs - Tyler, Julie’s pup, and Gus, 
Betty’s and Jenn’s pup. We decided this newsletter needed articles written by 
us. We want to give you our perspective of being responsible around us. 
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We Are Special     by Tyler and Gus 

Our friend Mary asked us to talk about French Bulldogs this month. We didn’t 
misspell the name. Bulldog is one word. The word ‘dog’ is part of the dog’s 
name. Hmmm! We wonder who came up with that name. Their nickname is 
‘Frenchie’. Woofie! Woof!  

  

 

 

From the name you would think they came from France. Not so. According to 
Dogtime.com they came from England. How did they get to France? They 
accompanied their owners, who were English lacemakers. French Bulldogs 
weigh around 20 lbs (9 kg) and are around 11 inches (28 cm) tall. They live for 
about 12 years.   

Here are some fun facts about them from “11 Facts About French Bulldogs”  

 

Î They are very friendly and affectionate. They make great companions. 
Î They do not like to be left alone; they love company. 
Î You may have difficulty housetraining them. 
Î They don’t bark a lot, but they are very talkative.   
Î They can’t swim. Definitely not like a Lab (me, Tyler), or a Portuguese 

Water Dog (like me, Gus).  
Î They have short snouts, so they can have breathing problems. They don’t 

do well in airplanes. 
Î They are sensitive dogs. It’s easy to hurt their feelings. They respond well 

to praise. 
Î Lady Gaga has a French Bulldog. 

https://dogtime.com/dog-breeds/french-bulldog#/slide/1
https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/63568/11-charming-facts-about-french-bulldogs
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Mary says that her friend has a ‘Frenchie’. According to him, the pup really 
does not like to be left alone, and will bark and whine when they leave. He 
has lots of energy, and is very friendly. He does not handle heat well. They 
were warned about that when they got him.   

   

   

 

Very Useful Things To Learn – From Our Dogs To Yours 

by Tyler and Gus 

 

In our July newsletter we started a new section called “Very Useful Things To 
Learn”. We are going to tell you about things that make your pup safe, well 
behaved, and (best of all) earn him lots of cookies. Woofie! Woof! They are easy 
skills to teach. So far we have covered “sit”, “come”, “learning your name”, “leave 
it”, “focus”, “lie down”, “speak”, “quiet”, “fetch”, “emergency stop”, “stay”, “back 
up” and “heel”.   

 
This month we are going to show you how to 
teach your pup to lay on his back. This trick 
was very handy when I was at the vet last 
year. Julie wanted to show the vet that I was 
losing fur on my tummy. She said “Show me 
your tummy”, and I rolled on my back. It also 
comes in handy when your vet wants to 
listen to your pup’s heart. Plus, it’s a great trick, and everybody thinks your 
pup is so smart and you are such a good dog trainer. Woofie! Woof!  
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Ask an adult friend to help you read “How to Train Your Dog to Lay on His 
Back”. You and your adult friend will have lots of fun training your dog to lay 
on his back. The article shows you 3 methods to teach this skill. You can 
decide which one to use. 

 
 

 

Dogs’ Den Storybook    by Tyler 

Over the last year we shared with you all our thoughts about 
having fun and being safe around us. Now it’s your turn. Ask 
us questions about things you want to know about dogs. 
Email your questions to morejulie@hotmail.com and we will 
try to answer them.  

 

Here is this monthôs question from Mary: 

ñWhat are the special needs  

of senior dogs ?ò 

 

A very good question, Mary. As a senior dog myself (I will be 13 years old in 
July), I can tell you a thing or two about aging. I get tired much faster than 
when I was young. It takes me longer to get up from lying down. I still love my 
walks, but for much shorter distances, and I like to sniff around a lot as I 
go. Julie says that’s OK. Thirteen dog years are the same as 91 people years. 

https://wagwalking.com/training/lay-on-his-back
https://wagwalking.com/training/lay-on-his-back
mailto:morejulie@hotmail.com
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She says that when she is 91, she will slow down too. Our walks still take as 
long as before, but we only cover half the distance. 

I really like the article “8 Useful Tips on How to Care for a Senior Dog”. It 
explains that as we get older we have less energy; we don’t hear or see as 
well, and may get sick more often. Some of us may need a doggy ramp to get 
into the car. You may have to move our doggy bed to the main floor so that 
there will not be stairs for us to climb. The most important thing to remember 
is that, just like your grandparents, we need lots of hugs. We will happily 
watch TV with you, and will listen to all your stories. 

 

Fun Crafts   by Gus  

Let’s make doggy hand puppets. They are fun and easy to make. You can even 

get them to pretend talk. How? Well, watch “Easy Dog Hand Puppets” on 

YouTube to find out how to make them, and why I said they can pretend talk.   

Wasn’t that a fun video? Now ask an adult friend to help you make them. You 
can make small dogs, big dogs, mommy dogs, daddy dogs; in fact you can 
make a kennel full of dogs. They can even have doggy parties. The wonderful 
thing is that the dogs you created don’t have to do social distancing. Woofie! 
Woof!  

 

Easy Dog Hand Puppets 

https://petcube.com/blog/senior-dog-care/
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=Wbvs0WTHxkM
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=Wbvs0WTHxkM
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“Dog Puppet” Story    by Gus 

Now that you have made the dog hand puppets, get ready to put on a puppet 
show. Why not write a story for them to tell at your very first puppet show. 
Here are some things you can talk about in your story: 

Î Toys puppies love to play with: balls, ropes, chewy toys, stuffies, etc. 

Î Things puppies need: food bowls, water bowls, beds, leashes, collars and 

name tags, etc. 

Î Things puppies want to eat: treats, cookies, food, etc. 

Î Places puppies are very happy to go to: dog parks, pet stores, etc. 

 

Thank You 

A big thank you goes to our committee for proofreading this newsletter. We 
really appreciate your help. You are the greatest. A special thank you goes to 
Kit Watson for the final proofreading of the newsletter.   Tyler and Gus 
 

 

 

          

Some photos of me (Gus) swimming out to get my ball. 

I told you I am a good swimmer! 
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Resources 

We Are Special - French Bulldogs 

https://dogtime.com/dog-breeds/french-bulldog#/slide/1 

 

“11 Facts About French Bulldogs” by Rebecca O’Connell, November 18, 2018 

https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/63568/11-charming-facts-about-french-
bulldogs 

 

Very Useful Things To Learn – From Our Dogs To Yours 
https://wagwalking.com/training/lay-on-his-back  

 

Dogs’ Den Storybook 

“8 Useful Tips on How to Care for a Senior Dog” (2018-06-08) 

https://www.google.com/amp/s/petcube.com/blog/senior-dog-care/amp/ 

 

“Dog Puppet” Story 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=Wbvs0WTHxkM 

Responsibility   ·    Respect   ·   Recognition  

 
Contact RDOC by:   

E-mail : inquiries@responsibledogowners.ca  

Phone: 613 -868 -2201   Please leave a message  

   
Write to us at:  

RDOC, 24 Elderwood Trail , 

Stittsville, ON  K2S 1C9, Canada  

Or visit us online at:  

www.respons ibledogowners.c a 
 

 

https://dogtime.com/dog-breeds/french-bulldog#/slide/1
https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/63568/11-charming-facts-about-french-bulldogs
https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/63568/11-charming-facts-about-french-bulldogs
https://wagwalking.com/training/lay-on-his-back
https://www.google.com/amp/s/petcube.com/blog/senior-dog-care/amp/
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=Wbvs0WTHxkM
mailto:morejulie@hotmail.com
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/

