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THE RDOC DOG GUARDIAN NEWSLETTER 

KIDS & PUPS EDITION ¦ 2020  Issue # 9 

 

In This I ssue  

 ̈ Introduction  

 ̈ We Are Special  

 ̈ Very Useful Things To Learn  

 ̈Dogs’ Den storybook  

 ̈Let’s Be Creative 

 ̈Colouring Contest 
 ̈Resources 

 

Hi everybody  

Welcome to the 9th issue of the Kids and Pups Edition of the Dog Guardian 
newsletter. For those of you who are new members, let us introduce 
ourselves. We are RDOC’s board members’ dogs - Tyler, Julie’s pup, and Gus, 
Betty’s and Jenn’s pup. We decided this newsletter needed articles written by 
us. We want to give you our perspective of being responsible around us. 
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We Are Special     by Gus 

This month I would like to tell you about Basenjis. They came from Central 
Africa. They are known as the “barkless dogs.” According to Wikipedia, 
instead of barking they make unusual yodel-like sounds. I have lots of doggy 
friends, but all of my friends bark. It would be so nice to meet a doggy friend 
who yodels. They must be very popular at doggy parties. Woofie! Woof!  
 

 
Source: pixabay.com 

 
Source: pixabay.com 

 
Male Basenjis weigh about 11 kg (24 lbs.), and are about 43 cm (17 inches) 
tall, while female Basenjis weigh about 9.5 kg (21 lbs.), and are about 40 cm 
(16 inches) tall. They live between 14 and 16 years. 

Here are some fun facts about these pups from the article “Basenjis: What’s 
Good About ‘Em, What’s Bad About ‘Em” by Michele Welton: 

Á They are curious, very smart, full of energy, and want to be part of 
everything. 

Á They need to be kept busy, otherwise they will find their own amusement, 
which you may not like. 

Á They can scale fences to get a better look at what’s on the other side. 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basenji
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yodelling
https://www.yourpurebredpuppy.com/reviews/basenjis.html
https://www.yourpurebredpuppy.com/reviews/basenjis.html
https://www.yourpurebredpuppy.com/about.html
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Á They love to hunt. 

Á It’s not a good idea to let them off leash because they are fast, clever and 

almost impossible to catch unless, of course, they want to be caught .  

Á Besides yodeling they whine, growl, chortle, and even scream. Don’t 
assume that just because they can’t bark, they are quiet dogs. Woofie! 
Woof!  

Á They don’t like strangers. 

Á They are not kid friendly. 

Á They are not good with other pets - their hunting instincts take over. 
 

 
Source: pixabay.com 

 
Source: unsplash.com 
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Very Useful Things To Learn ï From Our Dogs To Yours   by Tyler  

 

In our July 2019 newsletter we started a new section called “Very Useful 
Things To Learn”. We are going to tell you about things that make your pup 
safe, well behaved, and (best of all) earn him lots of cookies. Woofie! Woof! 
They are easy skills to teach. So far we have covered “sit”, “come”, “learning 
your name”, “leave it”, “focus”, “lie down”, “speak”, “quiet”, “fetch”, 
“emergency stop”, “stay”, “back up”, “heel”,  “lay on your back”, “ring a bell” 
and “stand”. Wow! That’s a long list! 
 

This month we are going to show you how to teach your pup to close the 
door. Yep, you heard it right. Woofie! Woof! It’s a very 
useful skill to teach. It’s also a safety skill. You 
accidentally left the door open. You see your pup heading 
straight to the door. You very calmly tell him to close the 
door. Or you are coming into the house with your hands 
full. You ask your pup to close the door behind you. He is 
happy to help you. 

 

Ask an adult friend to read with you “How to Teach Your Dog to Close the 
Door”. The two of you will have lots of fun teaching your pup this very useful 
skill. 

 

 

Dogsô Den Storybook    by Tyler 

Over the last year we shared with you all our thoughts about 
having fun and being safe around us. Now it’s your turn. Ask 
us questions about things you want to know about dogs. 
Email your questions to morejulie@hotmail.com and we will 
try to answer them.  

 

https://www.wikihow.com/Teach-Your-Dog-to-Close-the-Door
https://www.wikihow.com/Teach-Your-Dog-to-Close-the-Door
mailto:morejulie@hotmail.com
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Maryôs question is: 

ñHow can you help your dog keep cool 

in this hot summer weather ?ò 

 

A very good question, Mary. This summer has been very hot. Some of the 

suggestions Kiki Kane gives in her article, “Hot Weather Dogs: Tips for Keeping 

Your Canine Cool” are providing your pup with an ice pack or wet towel to lay 

on, adding ice cubes to his water dish, setting up a wading pool, bringing 

water on your walks, avoiding walking on hot pavements, and walking your 

dog early in the morning or in the evening when it’s cooler.  

Gus and I agree that the best suggestion in the article is to give us homemade 

frozen treats. Yummy . The author is very helpful and included this article 

“8 Homemade Frozen Dog Treats” by Hannah Gilman, in case you don’t know 

how to make frozen treats for us. Woofie! Woof!  

 

 

     

 

https://www.rover.com/blog/hot-weather-dogs/
https://www.rover.com/blog/hot-weather-dogs/
https://www.rover.com/blog/homemade-dog-treats-freezer-summer/
https://www.rover.com/blog/author/hannah/
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Letôs Be Creative ï Story Telling   by Tyler 

Let’s make up a story about your pup's visit to the vet. Not sure what to 

write? Well, never fear, Beau and Shadow will help you out. They are my 

cousins. They came up with “The Dog Treat Walk” game in the last newsletter. 

They have very good imaginations. Here is their vet story: 

 

Once upon a time there were 2 puppies named Theo and Buddy. 

They were  best friends. One day, they were playing hide and seek, 

but Theo had to go home to have lunch. Buddyôs mother said they 

had to go to the vet clinic.  

 

 
 

They arrived at the clinic quick ly. Dr. Dog checked Buddyôs 

temperature -  he was fine. Then he got out a needle. Buddy made a 

whiny sound, and Dr. Dog comforted him. So did his mommy. The 

needle went in, click, click, click! It's finished!  

 

Dr. Dog gave Buddy  a doggy treat, and the moth er told him he was 

being a good boy. They left the clinic and went home. When his 

friend, Theo, finally finished lunch, they went right back to playing.   

Got the idea?  Now itôs your turn to write a story.  Woofie! Woof!  
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Colouring Contest    by Gus 

Betty, my Mom, asked us to bring back the Colouring Contest section of our 
newsletter. Each month we used to talk about a safety tip from the “Fido, 
Friend or Foe” activity booklet, and then asked you to colour the picture.   

Our advice of the month from the ‘Fido, Friend or Foe’ activity book is to take 

your dog for regular check-ups. You go to the doctor to make sure you stay 

healthy, and so do we. Our doctors are called vets. The vet also looks after our 

teeth. Grooming and nail care are very important too. We like going to the vet 

because we get lots of cookies there. Woofie! Woof!  

Print out and colour the picture of the dog visiting the vet (it’s on the very last 

page of this newsletter). Scan or take a photo of the picture you coloured, and 

send it to us at morejulie@hotmail.com with your email address. 

You can ask your Mom to download the whole activity booklet. Here is the 
link to the “Fido, Friend or Foe?” Activity Book in English,  or in  French. (Both 
books are in PDF format.) 

 

Thank You 

A big thank you goes to our committee for proofreading this newsletter. We really 
appreciate your help. You are the greatest. A special thank you goes to Kit Watson for the 
final proofreading of the newsletter.   Tyler and Gus 
 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

Responsibility   ·    Respect   ·   Recognition  

 
Contact RDOC by:   

E-mail : inquiries@responsibledogowners.ca  

Phone: 613 -868 -2201   Please leave a message  

   
Write to us at:  

RDOC, 24 Elderwood Trail , 

Stittsville, ON  K2S 1C9, Canada  

Or visit us online at:  

www.responsibledogowners.c a 

 

mailto:morejulie@hotmail.com
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/FidoFriendOrFoe/FidoFriendorFoe-English-Feb7,2016.pdf
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/FidoFriendOrFoe/FidoFriendorFoe-French-2016April.pdf
mailto:morejulie@hotmail.com
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/
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Resources 

 

WE ARE SPECIAL – BASENJIS 

Wikipedia - https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basenji  

https://www.yourpurebredpuppy.com/reviews/basenjis.html 

 

VERY USEFUL THINGS TO LEARN 

https://www.wikihow.com/Teach-Your-Dog-to-Close-the-Door 

 

DOGS’ DEN STORYBOOK 

https://www.rover.com/blog/hot-weather-dogs/ 

https://www.rover.com/blog/homemade-dog-treats-freezer-summer/ 

 

COLOURING CONTEST 

“Fido, Friend or Foe?” Activity Book in English,  or in  French.  
(both books are in PDF format.) 
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/education.html#Fido  

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basenji
https://www.yourpurebredpuppy.com/reviews/basenjis.html
https://www.wikihow.com/Teach-Your-Dog-to-Close-the-Door
https://www.rover.com/blog/hot-weather-dogs/
https://www.rover.com/blog/homemade-dog-treats-freezer-summer/
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/FidoFriendOrFoe/FidoFriendorFoe-English-Feb7,2016.pdf
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/FidoFriendOrFoe/FidoFriendorFoe-French-2016April.pdf
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/education.html#Fido
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