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Hi everybody 

Welcome to the first issue of the 2021 Kids & Pups Edition of the Dog 
Guardian newsletter. For those of you who are new members, let us 
introduce ourselves. We are RDOC’s board members’ dogs - Tyler, Julie’s pup, 
and Gus, Betty’s and Jenn’s pup. We decided this newsletter needed articles 
written by us. We want to give you our perspective of being responsible 
around us.   
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We Are Special     by Gus 

Let’s start off the year by meeting Bouvier des Flandres dogs (Bouviers, for 
short). According to the article “Bouvier des Flandres” these dogs are 
amazing. They make great farm dogs, service dogs, police dogs, guard dogs 
and most importantly, family dogs. They weigh between 70 to 100 lbs. (32 to 
45 kg), are between 24 to 28 inches (60 to 71 cm) tall, and live 10 to 12 years. 
These pups are very intelligent, affectionate, playful, and love people, 
especially kids.  
 

 

 
 

  

 

Bouvier des Flandres  

 

 
 

  

https://dogtime.com/dog-breeds/bouvier-des-flandres#/slide/1
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Just like me, they have lots of energy. You need to keep them busy, otherwise 
they will find things to do that you may not like. They love competing in 
obedience, agility and herding competitions. What can I say? Life is never 
boring with a Bouvier around. Woofie! Woof!   

The article points out that “Because of his assertive personality, this breed is 
not recommended for first-time dog owners”, which means that they will try 

their very best to train you instead of you training them . The American 
Kennel Club (AKC) agrees. In the article “Bouvier des Flandres” the AKC 
describes Bouviers as a wonderful breed, but points out that they are strong 
willed so they need lots of training and exercise, and you have to make sure 
they are well socialized from an early age. Luckily these pups love to learn and 
are easy to train. You just have to keep up the training. 

 

 

                               

 

    

 

 

 

 

https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/bouvier-des-flandres/
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Very Useful Things to Learn ï From Our Dogs to Yours    

by Tyler 

In our July 2019 newsletter we started a new section called “Very Useful 
Things to Learn.” We are going to tell you about things that make your pup 
safe, well behaved, and (best of all) earn him lots of cookies. Woofie! Woof! 
They are easy skills to teach.  

So far we have covered “sit”, “come”, “learning your name”, “leave it”, 
“focus”, “lie down”, “speak”, “quiet”, “fetch”, “emergency stop”, “stay”, “back 
up”, “heel”, “lay on your back”, “ring a bell”, “stand”, “close the door”, “shake 
a paw”, “wait”, and “wave”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This month we are going to talk about one of my favourite tricks that gets me 
lots of belly rubs. Yep, you guessed it, it’s “roll over.” How does that get me 
belly rubs? Well, after I roll all the way over onto my back I look so cute that 
Julie laughs and rubs my belly. Woofie! Woof!  

It’s a fairly easy trick to teach because your pup already knows how to lie 
down and to lay on his back. We covered those tricks in earlier newsletters.  
 

Ask an adult friend to read with you the article “How to Train Your Dog to Roll 
Over.” The two of you will have lots of fun training your pup. 

http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/docs/RDOC-Kids-Newsletter-December2019-final.pdf
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/docs/RDOC-Kids-Newsletter-December2019-final.pdf
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/docs/RDOC-Kids-Newsletter-2020-Issue6.pdf
https://www.wikihow.pet/Train-Your-Dog-to-Roll-Over
https://www.wikihow.pet/Train-Your-Dog-to-Roll-Over
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Dogsô Den Storybook    by Gus 

Over the last year we shared with you all our thoughts about having fun and 
being safe around us. Now it’s your turn. Ask us questions about things you 
want to know about dogs. Email your questions to morejulie@hotmail.com 
and we will try to answer them.  
 

 
Sueõs question is: 

 
òHow old is your dog in peopleõs years?ó 

 

 

A very good question, Sue. It used to be that each dog year equals 7 people 
years. However, as the article “How to Figure Out Your Dog’s Age” points out, 
it’s not that simple. Apparently younger dogs mature faster, so by the time 
your pup has his first birthday he is actually 15 years old in human years.  

It also depends on your dog’s size and breed. “Smaller dogs tend to live longer 
than larger ones, but they may mature more quickly in the first few years of 
life. A huge pup might age more slowly at first, but be nearing middle age at 5. 
Tiny and toy breeds don’t become “seniors” until around age 10.”  

You can check your pup’s age by clicking on the link and looking at the chart 
included in the article.   According to the article, in people’s years Tyler is 82 
years old, and I am 66 years old.  

 

mailto:morejulie@hotmail.com
https://pets.webmd.com/dogs/how-to-calculate-your-dogs-age
https://pets.webmd.com/dogs/how-to-calculate-your-dogs-age
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Colouring Contest    by Tyler 

 

Betty, Gus’ Mom, asked us to bring back the Colouring Contest section of our 
newsletter. Each month we used to talk about a safety tip from the “Fido, 
Friend or Foe?” Activity Booklet and then asked you to colour the picture. 

Gus and I would like to start off this first issue of the New Year by thanking 
you for being kind to us. We all like to be treated with kindness. It’s the best 
way to form a bond with us. 

Colour the picture from the “Fido, Friend or Foe?” Activity Booklet. Scan or 
take a photo of the picture you coloured, and send it to us at 
morejulie@hotmail.com with your email address. You can ask your Mom to 
download the whole activity booklet. Here is the link to the “Fido, Friend or 

Foe?” Activity Booklet in    English    and   French. 

 

http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/education.html#Fido
mailto:morejulie@hotmail.com
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/FidoFriendOrFoe/FidoFriendorFoe-English-Feb7,2016.pdf
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/FidoFriendOrFoe/FidoFriendorFoe-French-2016April.pdf
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ñPicture Detectiveò Game    by Gus 

 

You just got promoted to be our first Picture Detective! 
Congratulations!  Woofie! Woof!    

Your first assignment is to spot the differences between the 2 
pictures on the next page.  

Since this is your first assignment, I will give you a clue. There are six 
differences between the 2 pictures. Good luck!  

 (Answers are on the last page. No peeking! Woofie! Woof!) 
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Thank You 

A big thank you goes to our committee for proofreading this newsletter. We 
really appreciate your help. You are the greatest. A special thank you goes to 
Kit Watson for the final proofreading of the newsletter.   Tyler and Gus 

 

Answers for the ñPicture Detectiveò game 

These are the 6 things missing from the second picture: 

 

Puppy 

Picture on the wall 

Little girl's legs 

Buttons on the vet’s lab coat 

Cotton dispensary jars 

Words at the bottom: “All pets should visit the veterinarian regularly”  
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Resources 

https://dogtime.com/dog-breeds/bouvier-des-flandres#/slide/1 

https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/bouvier-des-flandres/ 

https://www.wikihow.pet/Train-Your-Dog-to-Roll-Over  

https://pets.webmd.com/dogs/how-to-calculate-your-dogs-age 

 

 

 

https://dogtime.com/dog-breeds/bouvier-des-flandres#/slide/1
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/bouvier-des-flandres/
https://www.wikihow.pet/Train-Your-Dog-to-Roll-Over
https://pets.webmd.com/dogs/how-to-calculate-your-dogs-age
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/

