
 
 
Responsible dog owners know and comply with all laws and regulations, including all municipal, 
provincial and federal bylaws, regulations and legislations.  This includes laws in effect in cities 
that might be on a travel or vacation itinerary.  Ignorance of or disagreement with any law is no 
excuse. Failure to abide by all laws can be very costly, e.g. stiff fines, a jail term or both.  Certain 
violations can cost a dog it’s life. 
 
For ease of reference, here are links to various municipal bylaws, provincial regulations and 
federal legislation.  Dog owners with breeds such as Staffordshire Bull Terriers, American 
Staffordshire Terriers, American Pit Bull Terriers, Rottweilers, Doberman Pinschers, Italian 
Mastiffs, Presa Canarios, Fila Brasileiros, Argentinian Dogos and dogs resembing these breeds 
should be particularly alert to breed specific legislation. 
 
All dog owners should review You, Your Dog and the Law: Protecting Yourself, and Your Dog!, an 
information brochure written and published by Green & Vespry Law Offices.  Dog owners 
requiring legal assistance are welcome to contact Terry Green of Green & Vespry Law Offices, 
200-190 O’Connor Street, Ottawa, Ontario K2P 2R3, Telephone 613.560.6565. 
 
Links are also provided for legislation pertaining to cruelty to animals and blind persons and guide 
dogs.    
 

Be a responsible dog owner.  Know the law! 
 

MUNICIPAL BYLAWS 
Link City 

HTML PDF 
Arnprior, Ontario Bylaw  
Belleville, Ontario  Bylaw
Brampton, Ontario  Bylaw
Brantford, Ontario   Bylaw
Brockville, Ontario  Bylaw
Calgary, Alberta  Bylaw  
Edmonton, Alberta  Bylaw  
Fredericton, New Brunswick  Bylaw  
Gatineau, Quebec Bylaw  
Guelph, Ontario  Bylaw
Halifax, Nova Scotia  Bylaw  
Hawkesbury, Ontario  Bylaw
Kingston, Ontario  Bylaw
Igaluit, Nunavut  Bylaw  
Kirkland Lake, Ontario Bylaw  
Kitchener Waterloo  Bylaw
Lakeshore, Ontario  Bylaw
London, Ontario   Bylaw
Midland, Ontario  Bylaw
Mount Royal (Montreal), Quebec  Bylaw
Niagara Falls, Ontario  Bylaw

http://townarnprior.on.ca/pets.htm
http://www.city.belleville.on.ca/files/bylaws/bl2005206.pdf
http://www.brampton.ca/bylaws/Animal Control.pdf
http://www.brantford.ca/content/publishing.nsf/Content/Animal+Control+By-law/$file/AnimalControl_ByLaw_Approved_24May2005.pdf
http://www.city.brockville.on.ca/forms/animal2006.pdf
http://www.calgary.ca/docgallery/bu/cityclerks/23m2006.pdf
http://www.edmonton.ca/bylaws/C13145.doc
http://www.city.red-deer.ab.ca/NR/rdonlyres/FD4AA894-5390-4E35-8D39-093FB4D0243F/0/DogBylaw294387LAS.pdf
http://www.aylmer-net.com/page.php?lng=e&&artno=245&&ori=55
http://www.guelph-humane.on.ca/PDF-Files/Bylaws.pdf
http://halifax.ca/legislation/bylaws/hrm/bld100.pdf
http://www.ville.hawkesbury.on.ca/reglements/73-2002.pdf
http://www.cityofkingston.ca/pdf/bylaws/bl_2004-144.pdf
http://www.kirklandlake.ca/profile/commserv_pets.php
http://code.municipalworld.com/kitchener/530.pdf
http://www.townoflakeshore.on.ca/Forms/By-laws/46-2002 Vicious Dog By-law.pdf
http://www.london.ca/Cityhall/CorpServices/CityClerks/ByLaws/pit_bull_dog.pdf
http://www.county.simcoe.on.ca/midland/media/Animals.pdf
http://mont-royal.ville.montreal.qc.ca/a14-fr/pdf/1340f.pdf
http://www.niagarafalls.ca/city_hall/departments/clerks/bylaws/pdf/Animal_control.pdf


North Bay, Ontario  Bylaw
North Grenville, Ontario  Bylaw
Ottawa, Ontario Bylaw Bylaw
Pembroke, Ontario  Bylaw
Petrolia, Ontario Bylaw  
Powassan, Ontario  Bylaw  
Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island  Bylaw  
Coquitlam, British Columbia  Bylaw  
Red Deer, Alberta  Bylaw  
Regina, Saskatchewan Bylaw   
Russell Township, Ontario Bylaw  
Saint John, New Brunswick  Bylaw  
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario  Bylaw
Sherbrooke, Quebec  
(see Règlments municipaux, Chapitre 10)  Bylaw

Smith Falls, Ontario  Bylaw
St. John’s, Newfoundland Bylaw   
St. Laurent (Montreal) Quebec  Bylaw
Sudbury, Ontario  Bylaw 
Thunder Bay, Ontario Bylaw   
Toronto, Ontario  Bylaw
Vaughan, Ontario  Bylaw
Vancouver, British Columbia Bylaw   
Victoria, British Columbia Bylaw   
Whitehorse, Yukon  Bylaw  
Windsor, Ontario   Bylaw
Winnipeg, Manitoba Bylaw   
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories  Bylaw  
 
   
Note:   Many municipalities have breed specific legislation and regulations that pertain to a 

number of different breeds and breed crosses.  The Province of Ontario has A province-
wide ban on certain breeds,  which supersedes Ontario municipal bylaws with breed 
specific clauses, unless the municipal bylaws are stronger.  Dog owners who are 
contemplating travelling with their dog(s) should check all bylaws in locations on their 
itinerary before commencing any trip.   

http://www.northbayhumanesociety.ca/by_laws.html
http://www.northgrenville.on.ca/bylaw/16-98A.pdf
http://www.ottawa.ca/city_services/bylaws/municipal_bylaws/animal/care_control/index_en.shtml
http://www.ottawa.ca/city_services/bylaws/municipal_bylaws/animal/care_control/care_control_en.pdf
http://www.pembrokeontario.com/content/city_hall/city_departments_a-z/documents/animalcontrol_2005.pdf
http://www.town.petrolia.on.ca/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=47&Itemid=86
http://www.powassan.net/mod/fileman/files/2004-34_control_animal_-_restrict_too_lawyer.pdf
http://www.city.red-deer.ab.ca/NR/rdonlyres/FD4AA894-5390-4E35-8D39-093FB4D0243F/0/DogBylaw294387LAS.pdf
http://e-civic.coquitlam.ca/cybercedms/getdoc.asp?doc=129411
http://www.city.red-deer.ab.ca/NR/rdonlyres/FD4AA894-5390-4E35-8D39-093FB4D0243F/0/DogBylaw294387LAS.pdf
http://www.regina.ca/content/info_services/bylaws/animal_control.shtml
http://www.twp.russell.on.ca/en/By-law_Enforcement_67/Animal_Control_146.html
http://www.cityofsaintjohn.com/downloads_static/Animal_Control_ByLaw.pdf
http://www.city.sault-ste-marie.on.ca/cler/bylaw/98-211.pdf
http://ville.sherbrooke.qc.ca/fr/zMainFrame.html
http://www.town.smiths-falls.on.ca/gov/ByLaws/Animal_Control_By-law.pdf
http://www.stjohns.ca/ByLaws.nsf/wByLawNum/1161
http://saintlaurent.ville.montreal.qc.ca/en/services/citybylaws/dogs.asp
http://www.thunderbay.ca/index.cfm?fuse=html&pg=31
http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/municode/1184_349.pdf
http://www.city.vaughan.on.ca/vaughan/forms_docs/pdf/53-2002.pdf
http://www.city.vancouver.bc.ca/commsvcs/LICANDINSP/animalcontrol/owningapet/bylaws.htm
http://www.vacs.ca/
http://www.whitehorse.ca/vertical/Sites/%7b77FF5155-2407-453B-BAE8-67D8813B88C6%7d/uploads/%7bF07133D7-16BC-422E-A24E-525EE6221967%7d.PDF
http://www.citywindsor.ca/DisplayAttach.asp?AttachID=1611
http://www.winnipeg.ca/cms/animal/bylaws.stm
http://search.yellowknife.ca/Ironpoint/Asset349.aspx


PROVINCIAL LEGISLATION AND REGULATIONS 
Link Province 

HTML PDF 
Alberta Dangerous Dog Act

Animal Protection Act  Alberta 

Blind Persons' Rights Act  

 

Additional Powers and Limits 
on PowersBritish Columbia  
Prevention to Cruelty to 
Animals Act  

 

Manitoba The Animal Care Act   

New Brunswick Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals Act   

Newfoundland and 
Labrador Animal Protection Act  

 Blind Persons' Rights Act  
An Act Respecting the Keeping of Dogs  

Northwest Territory   

Blind Persons' Rights Act  Nova Scotia 
Animal Cruelty Prevention Act

 

Nunavut  The Dog Act

Animals for Research Act   Animals for Research Act  
Blind Person's Rights Act  

Dog Owners' Liability Act
Dog Owners’ Liability Act

Ontario Tenant Protection Act  

Ontario Works Act - Guide Dog 
Allowance  

 

Pit Bull Regulations Pit Bull Regulations

Ontario 

Ontario Society for the 
Prevention to Cruelty of 
Animals Act  

 

Dog Act  Prince Edward 
Island  

Animal Health and Protection Act
Animal Health and Protection Act
The Dangerous Dogs Control (Northern 
Saskatchewan)  Saskatchewan Dangerous Dogs - Questions & 

Answers   

The Urban Muniicipality Act, 1984
Quebec Animal Health Protecton Act   
Yukon Territories Animal Protection Act   
 

http://www.canlii.org/ab/laws/sta/d-3/20060515/whole.html
http://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$department/deptdocs.nsf/all/acts2998
http://www.seniors.gov.ab.ca/CSS/bpra/index.asp
http://www.qp.gov.bc.ca/statreg/stat/c/03026_03.htm
http://www.qp.gov.bc.ca/statreg/stat/c/03026_03.htm
http://www.qp.gov.bc.ca/statreg/stat/P/96372_01.htm
http://www.qp.gov.bc.ca/statreg/stat/P/96372_01.htm
http://www.qp.gov.bc.ca/statreg/stat/P/96372_01.htm
http://www.gnb.ca/acts/acts/s-12.htm
http://www.gnb.ca/acts/acts/s-12.htm
http://www.hoa.gov.nl.ca/hoa/statutes/a10.htm
http://www.hoa.gov.nl.ca/hoa/statutes/d26.htm
http://www.hoa.gov.nl.ca/hoa/statutes/b04.htm
http://www.gov.ns.ca/legislature/legc/statutes/blindper.htm
http://www.gov.ns.ca/legislature/legc/statutes/animalcr.htm
http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/DBLaws/Statutes/English/90a22_e.htm
http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/DBLaws/Statutes/English/90b07_e.htm
http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/DBLaws/Statutes/English/90d16_e.htm
http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/DBLaws/Statutes/English/97t24_e.htm
http://www.toronto.ca/socialservices/Policy/GuideDog.htm
http://www.toronto.ca/socialservices/Policy/GuideDog.htm
http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/DBLaws/Regs/English/050157_e.htm
http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/DBLaws/Statutes/English/90o36_e.htm
http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/DBLaws/Statutes/English/90o36_e.htm
http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/DBLaws/Statutes/English/90o36_e.htm
http://www.gov.pe.ca/law/statutes/pdf/d-13.pdf
http://www.gov.pe.ca/law/statutes/pdf/a-11_1.pdf
http://www.gov.sk.ca/answers/answer?qid=73
http://www.gov.sk.ca/answers/answer?qid=73
http://www.qp.gov.sk.ca/documents/English/Statutes/Statutes/A21-1.pdf
http://www.qp.gov.sk.ca/documents/English/Regulations/Regulations/N5-1R9.pdf
http://www.qp.gov.sk.ca/documents/English/Regulations/Regulations/N5-1R9.pdf
http://www.qp.gov.sk.ca/documents/English/Statutes/Statutes/U11.pdf
http://www.canlii.org/qc/laws/sta/p-42/20050211/whole.html
http://www.gov.yk.ca/legislation/acts/anpr.pdf


FEDERAL LEGISLATION AND REGULATIONS 
Link Canada 

HTML PDF 
Access Laws for Guide 
Dog Users 

Access Laws for Guide Dog 
Users   

Animal Pedigree Act Animal Pedigree Act   
NCC Animal Regulations   
NCC Animal Regulations - 
Background and Summary   

National Capital 
Commission Animal 
Regulations 

NCC Offences and Set Fines   
National Parks Domestic 
Animal Regulations 

National Parks Domestic Animal 
Regulations   

 
Note:   The National Capital Commission Animal Regulations, Offences and Set Fines apply only 

on National Capital Commission lands that are located in the National Capital Region of 
Ottawa, Ontario and Gatineau, Quebec. 
 
National Parks Domestic Animal Regulations apply in all National Parks, see Canada's 
National Parks.  

 
 
Links for more legislation information 
 
Alliance for Equality for Blind Canadians  
 
American Staffordshire Club of Canada     
 
Canadian Federation of Humane Societies  
 
Dog Legislation Council of Canada  
 
Dog Watch
 
Good Pooch  
 
National Association of Guide Dog Users   
 
 
 
 

http://www.guidedog.org/Pubedu/ADA/canadalw.htm
http://www.guidedog.org/Pubedu/ADA/canadalw.htm
http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/A-11.2/index.html
http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/N-4/SOR-2002-164/148569.html
http://www.capcan.ca/bins/ncc_web_content_page.asp?cid=16302-22577-26203-26204&lang=1
http://www.capcan.ca/bins/ncc_web_content_page.asp?cid=16302-22577-26203-26204&lang=1
http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/N-4/SOR-2002-164/148569.html
http://lois.justice.gc.ca/en/N-14.01/SOR-98-177/232221.html
http://lois.justice.gc.ca/en/N-14.01/SOR-98-177/232221.html
http://www.pc.gc.ca/progs/np-pn/list_alpha_e.asp
http://www.pc.gc.ca/progs/np-pn/list_alpha_e.asp
http://blindcanadians.ca/publications/index.php?id=200
http://www.amstaffclubofcanada.ca/
http://www.cfhs.ca/index.html
http://www.doglegislationcouncilcanada.org/
http://www.dogwatch.net/
http://www.goodpooch.com/
http://www.nfb-nagdu.org/laws/laws.html

