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I am keeping in constant contact with AFAD in Merida. 
They are sending me updates on their activities,      
articles that are of interest and anything that deals with 
cruelty to animals or ignorance.   
 
When you are the only rescue organization in a city of 
one million, you are the one who receives all the    
emergency calls from people who witness an act of 
cruelty or the death of an animal. You are the first one 
at the scene. Such was the case, when AFAD received 
the information that a bitch and her eight puppies had 
been buried alive and left to die.  
 
When AFAD responded, they actually found out that a 
woman was trying to keep the bitch from biting a little 
boy. Very clearly the reason for the action is not cruelty 

but rather ignorance. The woman likely did not realise that the bitch was trying to pro-
tect her puppies from the little boy. The incident made the headlines in the local     
newspaper in the hope of sensitizing and educating people about dogs. 
  
Another call for help received by AFAD was from the local police: A horse was dying. 
As in many cities in downtown Merida, there are horses and carriages so that tourists 
can see the city. The horses are small, undernourished and wait under the blazing sun 
while their owners are in the shade sipping a cool drink. This horse was dying and no 
one knew what to do. So they called AFAD. The horse was lying in the street           
surrounded by onlookers. He had a heavy chain around his neck which impeded his 
already laboured breathing. The AFAD volunteers asked the owner to remove the 
chain.  They took care of the situation and the horse died peacefully.  

Life in the Yucatan is hard. The Yucatan     
population is poor, very poor. So, people find 
ways to make money. One of the latest 
schemes to make money is to have bulls and 
horses in a “corrida” or bullfight . If ever you 
have seen a corrida in Spain, you will know that 
there are “toreadors” and the horses used to 
tackle the bull are usually covered with a well-
padded blanket.  The bull, often wounded and 
furious, will charge the horse. Horses are in-
jured. Some are put down because their wounds 
are fatal. 

In this new version of a “corrida”, the horses are 
not padded. There are no “toreadors”.  The goal is for the bull to kill the horse. During 
the “combat” if the horse is torn by the bull’s horns, he is taken to the back of the arena 
where a vet stitches the animal and then the horse is returned to the arena. A 
“Sinaloense” is a bull that killed 12 horses in one “corrida”. He is used for breeding in 
the hope of siring bulls that will be even better at “doing the job”. 
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Rescue and Humane Education in Merida (a journal excerpt)            
- Part II by MariLyse Dumas 

Merida street cat 

A working horse in Merida 
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Kudos to the National Capital Commission! 

Biodegradable Bag Dispensers 

Dog walkers at Bruce Pit and Conroy Pit will notice a few new additions at these two 
off leash areas.  At each garbage receptacle, biodegradable bag dispensers have been 
installed. As a pilot project, these dispensers will be stocked with biodegradable bags 

by the National Capital Commission for a one-year 
term.      

Although continuous education is essential, the       
concept of picking up after pets is almost an intrinsic    
practice with dog owners. The entire green idea and 
use of    biodegradable bags is somewhat more recent 
but has significant merit and value.   

Responsible Dog Owners of Canada has promoted the 
use of biodegradable bags for several years and wants to thank Brian Gravelle,     
Manager, Greenbelt Portfolio and the National Capital 
Commission for purchasing, installing and stocking the 
dispensers in an effort to promote a better way of pet 
waste disposal.  

Please note that a gentle, steady touch is required when 
extracting a bag from the dispensers so that the next bag is sufficiently pulled out of 
the dispenser.   

RDOC Newsletter Receptacles 

Another new addition to both areas is an RDOC newsletter receptacle. These acrylic 
receptacles were specifically designed and purchased by RDOC. They were installed 
courtesy of Brian Gravelle and the National Capital Commission.   

Responsible Dog Owners of Canada is pleased to announce that it is now a  licensed 
presenter for the Be a Tree Doggone Safe Bite Prevention Program, see               
http://www.doggonesafe.com/.   

The program will be offered to children and new Canadians in French and English.   

If you would like more information regarding a Be A Tree presentation, or you are    
interested in becoming a  presenter, please contact MariLyse Dumas at 
marilyse@responsibledogowners.ca . 

RDOC Introduces Bite Prevention Program 

Pit Bull Ban Upheld - Appeal Decision 

On October 24, the Ontario Appeals Court handed down its decision regarding what is 
known as the “Pit Bull Ban”.  The decision supports the ban and rules that it does not 
violate any constitutional rights, as argued by lawyers.  It overrules Justice Thea     
Herman’s previous ruling and reinstates all of the clauses struck down in her original 
ruling as unconstitutionally vague.  

There is no word yet on whether the decision will be appealed. 

Pretrenz biodegrable bags 
will soon be available from 

RDOC. 

http://www.doggonsafe.com�
mailto:marilyse@responsibledogowners.ca�
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The Responsible Dog Owners of Canada wishes to recognize and thank the following 
race sponsors and donors at this year’s Going to the Dogs Fundraiser.   

RECOGNIZING WITH GRATITUDE! 

Adventure Lafleche Aron Pet Food Bev Hurst – K9 101 

Biagio Italian Kitchen Blackburn Hamlet     
Massage Therapy Bonnechere Caves 

Brian MacIntyre - 
Royal LePage 

Canadian Museum Of     
Civilization Canadian Museum of Nature 

Candice O’Connell Carol Baker Visage Cartier Place Suite Hotel 

Chances R Restaurant Chick Bidgood, Financial 
Advisor Ottawa City Clerk’s Office 

Cloverdale Links Golf 
Course Cosmic Adventures Crowne Plaza Hotel 

Darcy McGee’s Irish Pub Dawn of  New Day Diefenbunker 
Dirty Dog Gourmet     

Bakery Dooly’s Billiards Earl of Sussex Pub 

Eddie May Mysteries Emerald Links Golf &  
Country Club Pãpilio Pet Memorial Centre 

For the Love of Pets Forever Friends Dog    
Training Fun Junction 

Gentlecare Natural Pet 
Products 

Glenview Management   
Limited 

Global Pet Foods -          
Barrhaven 

Global Pet Foods -      
Orleans 

Global Pet Foods -   
Stittsville Golden Griddle Restaurants 

Green and Vespry       
Law Offices Haunted Walks Inc. Heaven`s Touch Reiki       

for Pets 
Helping Hands Equine & 

Canine Massage Hollywood Hounds HumanWare 

Palmmedic Canada Kanata Leisure Centre La Maison D’Or 
Larkspur Publications Laurie & Alberto Seangio Little Ray’s Reptile Zoo 

M.A.D. Hair MariLyse Dumas Microchip 4 Solutions Inc. 
Miriam Mas Mont Tremblant National Arts Centre 

National Gallery of     
Canada Ontario Place Ottawa 67s 

Ottawa Rapidz Paul’s Boat Lines Ltd. Picanco Photography 
Peter and Cathy Platt Petrenz Rings Etc. 
Rollover Premium Pet 

Food Rooney’s Feed Inc. Soulard Multi-Service Inc. 

Tails & Trails Country Pet 
Resort Tally Ho The Collective Conscience 

The Dog House The Keg Restaurant 
The Ottawa Canine             

Rehabilitation and Aquatic   
Center 

The Painted Pup The Party Man The Pawstry Chef 
The Works Burger Bistro True Vision Sunwear Vetinsurance 

VIA Rail Canada Wild Water Kingdom Wild Bites Enterprises Ltd. 



The 3rd Annual Going to the Dogs Fundraiser was 
held in Ottawa, Ontario on September 26th and I 
would like to thank all the amazing volunteers for  
making the event so successful.  Thank you Candice, 
Yvonne, MariLyse, Denise, James, Andrea, Janet, 
Diane, Kit, Miriam, Lorraine, Kate (Caitlin ), Ralph, 

Paul, Tisha, and Kim. We couldn't have done it without you. 

In particular, I want to acknowledge the contribution by the Green family.  Terry 
Green’s firm, Green & Vespry Law Offices, not only sponsored a race but also brought 
19 friends.  Lorraine Green volunteered for stuffing promo bags, assisted in           
transporting the silent auction items and promo bags to the race track, helped  with the 
silent auction table set up and sold 50/50 tickets for almost two hours during the event. 

Terry and Lorraine’s daughter, Kate, and her partner 
Ralph also sold 50/50 tickets.  Families like the 
Greens sure make my job as Volunteer Coordinator 
much easier and I wanted them to know how special 
they are.   

Like the name “Going to the Dogs” implies, some of 
our four-legged friends were involved. Tyler, my assistance puppy in training, helped 
me deliver the event posters to all the vet clinics, pet stores, groomers, training 
schools, community centres, grocery stores, post offices, libraries, etc in the city.  He 
helped me guard the cars, trucks etc while volunteers transferred the silent auction 
merchandise from the vehicles into the Rideau Carleton Raceway.  I suspect he also 
told all his doggie friends to get their humans to buy tickets for the event.  
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Acknowledging Our Volunteers by Julie More 

ِِِِِِِِِRDOC also wishes to extend its sincere thanks to all of the guests at the Going to the 
Dogs Fundraiser.  A total of $6,676.26 was raised and shared equally by Responsible 
Dog Owners of Canada, Canines with a Cause and Aussie Rescue Placement Helpline 
Inc. 

Next year’s Going to the Dogs Dinner and Race Night is scheduled for Friday,        
September 18, 2009 and we are already working on making it bigger and better. 

St. Valentine’s Day  
Dinner and Murder Mystery   

February 14th, 2009 
Responsible Dog Owners of Canada proudly presents an evening of fine dining and 
“Idol Threats” by Eddie May Murder Mysteries in the Player’s Club at the Rideau     
Carleton Raceway.    

Tickets are $48 per person and they are limited so reserve early.  For more             
information, contact RDOC at info@responsibledogowners.ca or call 613.228.7764.  

 

Nothing says I love you like blood and chocolate! 
 
 
 

mailto:info@responsibledogowners.ca�
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