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A Breath of Pet Air:   

Pet Oxygen Masks for Ottawa (ON) Fire Services 

Andrea Cormack-Akeson of Dirty Dog 
Gourmet Bakery has initiated a campaign 
to raise funds and purchase a set of pet 
oxygen masks for each of the Ottawa Fire 
Services stations. She has personally 
purchased the first two sets and donated 
them to Ottawa Fire Services.  

Each oxygen mask set includes a mask 
for cats, a mask for small dogs and a 
mask for large dogs.  A video of a rescue 
can be viewed at Help Animals Inc. at 
http://www.helpanimalsinc.org/ . 

Responsible Dog Owners of Canada 
commends Ms. Cormack-Akeson in this effort to ensure that fire fighters have the 
proper equipment to save Ottawa pets that have suffered from smoke inhalation, 
etc. and has agreed to accept donations on her behalf.   

Donations can be made at Critter Jungle, Hampton Park Plaza. 1405 Carling Ave. 
Ottawa, Ontario K1Z 7L6.  And Critter Jungle, once again, has stepped forward to 
give back to the community and has committed to matching donations made in the 
store.   

Donations can also be made through PayPal at financial@responsibledogowners.ca 
or by cheque made payable to RDOC and sent c/o 160 Oakridge Blvd., Ottawa, ON 
K2G 2V2.  Please include a notation that the donation is for Ottawa Pet Oxygen 
Masks. 

For more information, please call 613.228.7764. 

Greetings from Northern Alberta 
by Vicki Stafford 

My name is Vicki Stafford and I am a new member and Canadian Canine Good 
Citizen Evaluator, who was recently asked to fill the positions of Secretary on the 
RDOC Board of Directors and Director, Alberta Chapter.  

I am very excited about the opportunity to become a part of such an important 
organization.   I hold this organization and its volunteers in high regard with its 
efforts to help educate and promote responsible dog ownership.    
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As a pet owner all of my life, I have a great passion 
for animals. In addition to my positions with 
Responsible Dog Owners of Canada, I own and 
operate Sammyôs Pet Boarding, a pet boarding 
kennel that offers care, grooming, and training 
services. I have a strong background in shelter work 
and currently foster and train dogs for two local 
shelters.  I also sit on the Board of Directors for the 
Alberta SPCA and am continuing my studies in 
canine psychology courses hosted in the United 
Kingdom.   

I have several exciting goals for the Alberta Chapter 
of RDOC.  I feel itôs important to educate the public 
and have a presence in our communities.   By 
encouraging owners to be responsible for their pets, we will see a reduction in legislated breed bans, 
fewer dogs abandoned and in the shelters, enhanced bonds between pets and owners, and ultimately 
better behaved dogs.  Simple things such as forwarding on the RDOC newsletters to other dog owners, 
making use of personal newsletters, such as the one I put out for my kennel, encouraging others to 
become members and word of mouth will, with a little time, make a significant difference. And, with a little 
more time, you could become a volunteer and attend events on behalf of the RDOC in your area.   The 
more visibility we have, the more we can get that important information out there.   

As your provincial representative, I look forward to interacting with the Alberta members.  I encourage you 
to drop me an email and introduce yourself.  Do you know someone in your area who may be interested 
in becoming a member or a volunteer and would like more information about RDOC?  Do you need help 
with CCGC evaluations?  Is there an event going on in your area that you think we should participate in? 
Do you have any other ideas in general about how RDOC can help its members and educate the public?  
Please let me know by emailing me at Alberta@responsibledogowners.ca  

 

Canadian Canine Good CitizenÊ Graduates 
 
Responsible Dog Owners of Canada is pleased to congratulate recent Canadian Canine Good CitizenÊ 
graduates at Camp Dogwould in Port Elmsley (ON) and Calgary, AB: 
 

Camp Dogwould, Port Elmsley, ON 

Beverley Harris and Lena Carol McEwan and Mattea Susan Watt and Freyd 

Marion Brenton and Bella Claire Dansereau and Ziggy Bronwyn Hyland and Kepler 

Suzie Labelle and Roxy Rocky Bogseth and Pete Gail Giles and Dempsey 

Sylvie Reardon and Kayla Laura Smith and Ellie  

 Calgary, AB 

Adam Dormer and Osirus Lindsay Clayton Dormer and Willow  

 

. 
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The next Canadian Canine Good CitizenÊ Preparation Course at 
Forever Friends Dog Training will commence Monday, July 19, 2010.  
For more information or to register, contact Forever Friends at 
613.727.HEEL. 
 
The next Canadian Canine Good CitizenÊ Tests are scheduled at Forever 
Friends Dog Training, 17 Grenfell Crescent, Unit 6, Ottawa, Ontario on the 
following dates: 
 

August 15 October 17 December 5 
 
The CCGCÊ Test scheduled for October 17, 2010 will be offered free to rescue dogs that are awaiting 
adoption.  Any rescue interested in testing one or more of their rescue dogs should contact RDOC at 
ccgc@responsibledogowners.ca to reserve a time.  All dogs must have a vaccination certificate or titer 
test results indicating appropriate levels of antibodies.  If the dog is successful, a certificate will be issued 
when the dog is adopted and the owner provides proof of licensing. 
 
Responsible Dog Owners of Canada has CCGCÊ Evaluators in Ontario, Alberta, Manitoba and British 
Columbia.  A list of CCGCÊ Evaluators is available at http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/ccgct.html . 
RDOC is recruiting new Evaluators in all provinces and encourages those interested to contact us at 
ccgc@responsibledogowners.ca . 
 
A list of all CCGCÊ Tests scheduled across Canada is posted on the RDOC website at 
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/ccgct.html. 
 

My White Knight and his Black Poodle by Doreen Davies, Peterborough, ON  
ñWhy are you here?ò, asked the doctor.  
ñBecause I canôt sleep!ò, I replied.  ñWhy canôt you 
sleep?ò, asked the doctor.  ñBecause my dogs 
have been seizedò, I answered.  ñWhy did they 
take your dogs?ò he asked.  ñThat is why I canôt 
sleep!  I donôt know why they took my dogs.ò 

My name is Doreen Davies.  This happened to 
me in Ontario and it could happen to you!  

Words cannot describe that horrific day, one 
week before Christmas, when the authorities 
presented a search warrant for puppies and/or a 
pregnant bitch.  My cherished pets are German 
Shepherds, are obedience trained, are groomed 
daily. I had no convictions and no charges were 
laid against me.  The warrant said that they 
believe my dogs may cause harm to a person or an animal but, to my knowledge, they had never even 
seen my dogs.  It seemed like seconds and my three dogs were gone because I was told that I failed to 
respond to a letter in a timely fashion and because they claimed my dogs were vicious. 

mailto:ccgc@responsibledogowners.ca
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I was frantic.  I phoned many lawyers.  None of the lawyers I spoke with in my city had any experience 
with such matters.  A prominent Toronto lawyer wanted a twenty thousand dollar ($20,000) deposit. Then 
a member of my local obedience club recommended Terry Green, the senior partner of Green & Vespry 
Law Offices in Ottawa, Ontario. 

I called and Terry Green agreed to take my case.  Sobbing, I asked Terry how I was supposed to prove 
my innocence.  The authorities wanted to kill my dogs, claiming that I was breeding a vicious line. The 
authorities did not have to prove my dogs were vicious -- I had to prove they were not.  With astonishing 
composure, he said, ñPull yourself together, that is my jobò.   

My knight in shining armour did not ride a black stallion; he came with a large, black, Standard Poodle 
named Winston Churchill.  I told him that my dogs had done nothing and he believed me.  Some of my 
friends were skeptical. They believed I must have done something to bring this upon myself.   

This is Canada and we have rights and freedoms, donôt we?  The authorities canôt raid your home and 
take your animals unless you have done something, can they? Well, yes, they can!  Under the Dog 
Owners Liability Act, they can and they do.  Someone need only say that they are afraid of your animals 
and your dogs can be seized. 

After Terry stepped in and negotiated with the authorities, my dogs were released and are now back 
home.  While I did pay a fine, my dogs were saved and I am forever grateful to Terry Green of Green & 
Vespry Law Offices in Ottawa.   

If you have any legal problems or issues concerning your dog(s), you can call my white knight with his 
black poodle. Terry Green can be reached at 613.560.6565 or tjgreen@bellnet.ca.  His calm, caring 
demeanor and his knowledge of the law will immediately put you at ease and quite possibly save your 
dog(s).  
  

TEDDY BEAR PICNIC , Ottawa , ON 

CHILDRENõS HOSPITAL OF EASTERN ONTARIO ( CHEO) 
 
On July 5

th
, Responsible Dog Owners of Canada (RDOC) 

was thrilled to participate in the invited CHEO Teddy Bear 
Picnic, an annual event hosted by CHEO and The CHEO 
Foundation as a thank you for the support received from 
the generous people of eastern Ontario, western Quebec 
and beyond. 

RDOC was invited to 
promote bite prevention 
in the Plan It Safe Tent, 
very close to the 
B*A*S*H* (Bear 
Ambulatory Surgical 
Hospital) Tent, where ill 
and injured teddy bears were 
given physical and dental checkups. Some bears and other stuffed 
animals with fractures were referred to the Ortho Tent for casts.   
 
Visitors to the RDOC Booth were treated to the antics of Freda, Felix, 
Flynn and Fran, RDOCôs new puppet members of the Bite Prevention 
Team. Children also received a copy of Fido, Friend or Foe, an activity 
book that focuses on bite prevention, crayons and a sticker.   
 
 

Fido (Gaylinne Roberts) and 
Amanda Ardley, handler 

mailto:tjgreen@bellnet.ca
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Fido, RDOCôs Bite Prevention Mascot, and his handler attended and marched proudly along side of other 
popular mascots in the CHEO Teddy Bear Parade and then took advantage of some photo ops with quite 
a few enthusiastic children.  
 
Many thanks go out to Gaylinne Roberts, Amanda Ardley, Bin Xiao, Véronique Perron and MariLyse 
Dumas, RDOCôs top dog for the Bite Prevention Program, who volunteered during this event.   
 
For more pictures from the CHEO Teddy Bear Picnic and other events,  see http://rdoc.smugmug.com/. 
 

 

In an effort to assist rescues in placing some wonderful 
animals, RDOC will feature a rescue animal every month 
on its website.  Rescues interested in participating 
should contact RDOC at info@responsibledogowners.ca 
and their name will be added to the list. 
 
Each month the name of a rescue will be drawn and they 
will be invited to submit a description and picture of the 
animal they wish us to feature.   

This month, we are featuring Toby from Canadian Hound 
Rescue; and what a beautiful boy he is! 
 

Toby is a 5 ï 7 year old Foxhound/Walker Hound Mix 
and is a dog to be treasured.  If his cute nose freckles donôt win your heart, his selfless sense of adoration 
for his people and fellow house pets will.   
 

This guy gets along with everyone ï cats, kids, puppies, 
little dogs, big dogs, goats, neighbours - you name it and 
Toby will be their buddy.  Toby is a pleasure to have 
around the house.  He rarely barks, except while he is 
playing outside with his foster brother.  He doesnôt 
challenge the confines of fencing and he shares his 
food, his bed and his toys.  
 
Toby is completely housetrained and very trustworthy.  
He has good manners on a leash.  He doesnôt pull ï 
much ï and he is easily redirected.  Tricks are not his 
forte, but his never ending charm is.  He likes to share 
your bed or couch, but is not needy or neurotic.   
 
Toby is approximately 5-7 years old, and truly a pleasure 
to have around.  Any home will be blessed with his 
presence.  For more information about Toby or to inquire 
about adopting this lovely boy, see  
http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/15432088 . 
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The 5th Annual Going to the Dogs Dinner and Race Night is an evening 
of fine food, fun and excitement. The evening includes an all-you-can-
eat buffet, valet parking, live racing and complimentary race program, 
$2 wager coupon, $5 Slot Coupon, a silent auction, 50/50 Draw and 
great door prizes. 
 
Guests must be 19 years of age or older and have a government-
issued photo ID. 
 

Advance tickets are available for $40 per person. Tickets must be 
reserved by September 2, 2010. For more information e-mail 
info@gttd.org or info@responsibledogowners.ca, or call 613.228.7764.  
 
Proceeds go to Responsible Dog Owners of Canada and Therapeutic 
Paws of Canada. 

 
Sponsorship Packages 
 
Race sponsorship packages and advertising packages are available at very reasonable prices.  If you are 
interested, please contact Candice at 613.228.7764 or e-mail coconnell@responsibledogowners.ca for 
details. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Responsible Dog Owners of Canada (RDOC) and The Canadian 
Foundation for Animal-Assisted Support Services (C4ASS) are hosting 
the AWARE Festival on October 16, 2010, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the 
Rideau Carleton Raceway, Ottawa, ON.  

 
Formerly World Animal Day Celebration, the organizing committee decided a new name was needed to 
reflect the diverse scope of the event.  We are pleased to announce that AWARE Festival (meaning 
Animal Wellness, Awareness, Rescue and Education) is the new name for this annual event. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:coconnell@responsibledogowners.ca

